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MUST BOOKS - Fiction 
October §20 : 
Bromfield, Louis THE RAINS CAME Harper 
x A fine piece of work, ani an unusual one. Somehow, it bears none of the 


earmarks of Bromfield, so don't count om it as a readymade piece of merchandise for 
the Bromfield fans who have come to expect suave, craftsmanlike novels, drawing room 
pieces, et al. This strikes us as the most important novel he has done since his 
early rocket-like success. It is over-long, but one's interest does not flag. In the 
picture of the English-speaking community in an Indian town, it inevitably invites 
comparison — and favorable comparison - with Kipling at his most astute. The story 
revolves primarily around one Ransome, a “younger son", dissipated, disillusioned -— 

a worldly woman who had been his mistress, briefly, many years before she became Lady 
Esketh — a missionary's daughter, who found herself in loving Ransome and in escaping 
the unrealities her ambitious mother imposed upon her. "The Rains Came” — earthquake, 
flood, death, plague, ana brousht rebirth to almost everyone who survived it... The, 
material appeared in greatly abbreviated form under the title Bitter Lotus, & book’ //¢ 
for those who like a dramatic and well-told story, with a certain phase of social 
consciousness as underlying motive, and a vivid picture of modern India. $2.88 . 


1s 


October 13 
Young, FPrancis Brett THEY SEEK A COUNTRY Reynal & Hitchcock 
** Another author surpasses himself. It is hari luck that this novel should 


come so near to The Turning Wheels by Stuart Cloete (Houghton, Mifflin - page 344) 
for they parallel closely a period of history little touched in fiction hitherto. 

In January, 1986, Stokes published Far Enough by Eugenie de Kalb, which bears some 
relation to this story in the revelation of the inner dissentions, but which lacked 
the focus on character and plot which both Young and Cloete have succeeded in giving. 
All three books deal with the great Boer trek. The Turning Wheels seems to grow out 
of the characters, while They Seek A Country is first, the story of the trek and 
second, the story of the people, with an added fictional slant in the introduction 
of two Englishmen, escaped from a convict ship and aligning themselves with the 
Boers. Young has studied his history. He has cut a wider swathe in the period 
covered, going back to the start of the movement, the struggle for leadership, the 
establishment of Retief, the attempt to establish a colony at Natal, the massacre 

by the Zulus, the gathering up of loose threads to start fresh. The romance between 
the Boer girl and the young Englishman intensifies the anti-English feeling, and 
strikes a different note. Actually, it should be possible to make one book serve 
as a sales factor for the other, for anyone whose interest in the period and char- 


acters is stirred. $2.75 


October 19 


Douglas, Lloyd C. HOME FOR CHRISTMAS Houghton, Mifflin 


A plus sale item, for holiday giving. A long-short story, appropriately 
keyed to the universal seasonal demand for good old-fashioned Christmas sentiment. 
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The story of a family reunion in the old homestead, planned by the youngest member of 
the family, resisted and scoffed at by the eldest - and successfully brought off. 
Lloyd Douglas' name insures a good start, and it is a better than average story of 
the kind. $1.50 
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La Farge, Oliver THE ENEMY GODS Houghton, Mifflin 


. His best book since Laughing Boy and a theme that is the cause of much dis- 
cussion and many heartaches. The social implications of this revealing study of the 
effect of white "civilization" ani education on a Navajo boy, carry more weisht than 
any number of weighty documents. Taken by force to a government school at six, the 
lad resists and finally succumbs to the religious and educational forces, After ten 
years of confusion and final acceptance, he returns for a holiday to his family, and 
is caught in the web of his tribal beliefs and traditions. Then back again to the 
white world, again a denial of his background, and ultimate confusion and disinte- 
gration. The story is a gripping one; the intimations of politics and dissention 
among the leaders and gross ignorance and indifference anid hypocrisy will cause a 
good deal of controversy. But La Farge has attempted no judgment, offered no solu- 
tion. He simply tells his story. The publishers are counting this as their leading 
fiction title of the Fall, have posters, giant books, and a substantial advertising 
appropriation for sales aids. A book for La Farge fans ~ and for anyone interested 
in the Indian problem. $2.50 


‘oe? 
November—s— Oct 29. hu) y A 
E Tarkington, Booth RUMBIN GALLERIES Doubleday, Doran 


sad Grand reading - and a new line for Tarkington. The material has run, in 
part, as a series of stories in the Post,but is here woven into an integrated unit 
through the central character of Mr. Rumbin, small time art dealer with a big heart 
and great ambitions and an uncanny knowledge of people's weaknesses and foibles. 
There is a slim love story woven into the larger picture of the old man and the gal- 
leries, The material is episodic, each chapter or group of chapters telling of some 
incident in the building of the galleries. For the essential flavor, read the first 
chapter or the three chapters (20-21-22) - two main episodes in the foundations of 
Rumbin Galleries. The characterization is as adroit a piece of work as Booth Tark- 
ington has written since The Plutocrat - and I found the book better reading. Illus- 
trated by Ritchie Cooper. $2.@6= 

-— Sd 

Slim Pickings For Good Sales Bets - Fiction 


The winning book in the Houghton, Mifflin Literary Fellowship comes this month, - 
Point Notr by Clelie B. Huggins. Elmer Rice with a first novel, Imperial City (Coward, 
McCann) is sure of a good send-off. See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


September 7 


Drinkwater, John ROBINSON OF ENGLAND Macmillan 
This for Anglophiles only. Can't see a general sale. Virtually, it is a 
Be juvenile, for it is the story of a fond uncle who tries to unfold - during the holi- 


days — the glamor and jlory of England to his youns nieces and nephew. Very very 
British, with comparatively few obviously familiar facets of England's past, and de- 
pending for the most part on a good grounding in English history to compass the jumps 
in time and space which he takes. The Drinkwater name will insure some interest. 
$2.50 
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September 15 


Charters, Zelda Stewart BARBARY BREW Stackpole 


Good old-fashioned melodrama in an adventure story of the days of the 

Barbary pirates in Tripoli. An American doctor, young, impulsive, has run away from 
scandal in Philadelphia, shipped as supercargo and been captured. The intervention 
of the British consul saves him from the usual fate, and he is made the slave of the 
ruling family, and commanded to save the life of the ruler's grandchild. From that 
he goes on to exciting adventure, within the harem and without, It's new material 
and good entertainment, though the story doesn't sound authentic. Rental libraries, 
public libraries - for adventure-romance readers. $2.50 


September 16 


Holdridge, Desmond WITCH IN THE WILDERNESS Harcourt, Brace 


Adventure story plus contrast of character when set against a jungle back- 
ground. A readable yarn which tells of what happened to the owner of a yacht, his 
guests and his crew, when they found themselves stranded on a branch of the Amazon. 
The breakdown of standards and routine, together with the heat, the jungle itself 
and the general discontent set crew against owner and captain off on his own tack 
and steered various lives into new channels. Escape To The Tropics was a success 
last year, and placed Holdridge as an author that appealed to many readers interested 
in authentic Caribbean and South American material. This is his first novel. $2.50 


September 18 


Walker, Rowland BUSMAN'S HOLIDAY: Winston 
A Comedy of the Open Road 


Farce which strives to be side-splitting and doesn't come off. Perhaps it 
is too English for American palates; we prefer the way Eric Hatch does this sort of 
thing. A young scion of Old England, ousted by a wealthy peer, his uncle, becomes a 
busman, but can't resist taking up a wager, and steals his bus to make good. Rental 
library tripe - and not essential at that, despite publishers' enthusiasm. $1.50 


September 21 
Colum, Padraic THE STORY OF LOWRY MAEN Macmillan 


Colum back in a role he has not attempted for a long time - narrative poet. 
One cannot help but feel some regret that he did not leave well enough alone, for here 
he is inconsequential and unsuccessful, as poet, but adroit in his presentation of the 
feel of the time and the primitive people of whom writes. This is the story of one 
of Ireland's legendary rulers, the man who inaugurated the Iron Age. The shock of his 
father's death and his uncle's villainy robs him of speech, and it takes love to bring 
it back to him. Then he makes a trip to Gaul, secures ship, men and iron weapons, re- 


turns and regains his throne and bride. $2.00 
September 27 - 
Huggins, Clelie Benton POINT NOIR Houghton, Mifflin 


There's a bit too much of the aura of Julian Green in the atmosphere of 
this morbid story of a half-mad, introverted family of Louisiana Creoles, and the 
obsession of the ancestral homestead, Point Noir, which ruins the lives of everyone. 
But the story ~ in spite of its morbidity, its disintegration, its lack of focus, has 
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moments of real beauty and aspects which seem to justify the award of one of the 
Houghton, Mifflin Literary Fellowships. It is not a book likely to attract many 
readers. It is distinctly unpleasant; the people never come alive; the story is 
elusive and submerged in atmosphere, laid on with too heavy a brush. And yet - as 
with Julian Green - one senses a certain power in the very ability to affect the 
reader so unpleasantly. $2.50 









Late September 




























Thomason, John W. Jr. GONE TO TEXAS Scribner 


* Good adventure yarn, episodic in character (the first section was a short 
story in the O'Brien collection), but with sustained interest, a romance in the mak- 
ing, and the same characters throughout. The period is post Civil War; the central 
figures, a youth who served in the Union Army, now sent to serve on the border, and 

a southern girl, whose cousin and uncle are involved in gun-running over the border 

at the start of Diaz career. Good picture of 1868 military life, of sentimental 
standards of courtesy and deportment, with nice humorous touches and many qualities 
that would give the book a plus sale with men who like above average westerns. Illus- 
trated by the author. $2.75 


October 4 
Greenwood, Daphne APOLLO SLEEPS Messner 


A Krafft-Ebing case book — the story of a narcissistic, emasculated degen- 
erate and pervert. For anyone seeking that sort of sensation, here is reward; but 
it is not smut for smut's sake. The "hero" learns in childhood to dress in his sis- 
ter's clothes; later he becomes one of a gang of pansies, and eventually marries a 
sexagenarian who debauches with him and then disposes of him, leavins him to drift 
to the Islands and then to Japan, where most of the book takes place. In Japan he 
is for the first time attracted by a woman, who falls in love with him - and who is 
the only decent one in the crowd. He goes down the steps of degredation - she rids 
herself of him - he eventually marries an aged spinster and falls asleep on the 
nuptial couch. A revolting book - sensational - and written with more facility and. 
craftsmanship than one would expect. Not a book many bookshops need consider. $2.50 





October 6 
Corcoran, William THIS MAN, JOE MURRAY Little, Brown 


Another runner-up in the Little, Brown novelette contest, and again a good 
one. Compact, with restraint and telling use of essential detail only, the story is 
told of a son of poverty, his adventures in "love", his first real romance, crushed 
before fruition, his years of inarticulated wandering, his marriage - out of pity and 
a sense of his own power to protect, not out of love — and the results when the de- 
pression reverses the picture. Told in the vernacular, but without the crudity of 


Farrell. Corcoran manages to escape the hard-boiled school. $1.25 
Strauss, Theodore NIGHT AT HOGWALLOW Little, Brown 

This is the other runner-up - and as different from the other two as they 

a are from each other. It has something of the element of human interest journalism - 


a first hand story of a lynching, as told by a participant. Extraordinarily well 
done, as it stirs the reader's emotions, builds up the sense of suspense, plays up 
the climax. A tragic and brutal story. Timely. $1.25 
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October 10 






Peyre, Joseph REHEARSAL IN OVIEDO Knight 


Last year's Goncourt novelist returns with another novel set in Spain, a 
slighter one in ultimate value. This is a brief picture of the Asturian mine workers’ 
revolt in 1934, their short-lived attempt for power. The book is flimsy, the char- 
acterization scant and the social implications miss fire. The book is handled through 
dialogue, and one misses the detail of background ani action. Nonetheless, Peyre 
knows and sets jown the minutiae of this rebellion as authentically as he handles his 
bull-fighting in Glittering Death. It has a certain timeliness as a prelude to the 
Spanish civil war. A man's book, primarily, with a slim love story. Translated from 
the French and with a change in title to bring it into focus. (Original title - 

Shock Trooper). $2.00 


































October 13 
Cassady, Constance THIS MAGIC DUST Bobbs, Merrill 


A portrait of a character and a period, ani of interest chiefly for its 
psychological aspects. A novel of the conflict between the pressure of the outer 
world and inner integrity in the story of a girl brought up by an uncle and aunt and 
in constant rebellion against conformation to their ideas of behavior. Ultimately, 

a climax of her rebellion gives her a new slant and a realization of other than per— 
sonal demands. $2.50 


October 15 
g Parmenter, Christine Whiting SWIFT WATERS Crowell 


A long family story filled with homely details of family parties, recipes, 
children, etc., in serious and uninspired vein, ani pretty sentimental withal, The 
river symbolizes the New England courage and backbone, as it sways their lives at 
various flood seasons. Three families - three generations - with the focus on the 
middle generation. Rental libraries and public libraries - sentimental romance. $2.50 


October 16 
Kafka, Franz THE TRIAL | Knopf 


Perhaps this is intended as a satire on the present situation in Nazi Ger- 
many, with its meaningless arrests and perverted processes of justice. That alone 
would seem to give meaning to a fantastic story of a man arrested for no known reason, 
and spending the balance of his life fighting the unknown, but with all the sensations 
of hope andi despair that an actual charge and its unravelling would bring. Kafka has 
an enviable position in modern European literature. This book will scarcely indicate 


the whys and wherefores to the American reading public. $2.50 
October 19 
Hathaway, Baxter THE STUBBORN WAY Macmillan 
| ; Winning script in the Hopwood Award, and less promising material than pre- 
@ vious awards. A mid-western industrial setting and the story of a youth, breaking 


off his education after freshman year at college, to go to work in a paper mill to 
support his mother and sister. Always he cherishes the ambition to,go on - but a 
succession of abortive love affairs, and the pressure of conditions at the mill 
(described in meticulous and dull jetail) postpone this. Finally the right girl 
comes along — and together they determine to finish their education with marriage 
ahead. Amateurish and dull. $2.50 
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October 19 
ee Ratel, Simonne THE GREEN GRAPE Macmillan 



























Once again this author has written a sensitive, elusive sort of book, a 
psychological novel, sensitive, deftly written, but destined for a limited market. 
A segment in the lives of a French family, the father a wastrel, in defiance of his 
strong wife disporting himself like a tyrant and sadist, misunderstood and misunder-— 
standing. The character of the mother dominates the group, and through her love and 
strength and understanding she untangles the threads of introversion. The story 
lacks action - the interest centers on the psychological conflicts. For women pri- 
marily. $2.50 


October 20 4 


Beachcroft, T. P. THE MAN WHO STARTED CLEAN Harper 


A study of dual personality, based on an actual case in medical history, 
but developed into fiction. An imaginative and skilful job. A man of thirty has 
allowed himself to become the catspaw of an uncle who is using him in his business. 
He has a bit of a quarrel with his fiance, and immediately afterwards, sees on the 
screen his early love, Returning from the picture, he is the victim of an accident, 
and emerges with a complete lapse of all memory patterns, so that he starts life 
fresh. The awareness of the old love is the one connecting thread. His personality 
is utterly new. The balance of the story follows the development of the new man and 


the merging with the old. Convincingly and realistically handled. $2.50 
October 22 
Bell, Neil PINCKNEY'S GARDEN Doubleday, Doran 


Neil Bell is one of the novelists who never quite comes up to the hopes one 
has for him, This new novel is more compact than its predecessors, again a good pic- 
ture of a small English town at the turn of the century. It is a novel of courage, 
of puny human efforts against a superhuman sea, which claims everything - but event- 
ually leaves Mary the victor. Not for a wide market. $2.50 


Peattie, Louise Redfield TOMORROW IS OURS Putnam 


This somehow falls short of Louise Peattie's usual standards, and at times 
becomes over-emotional. The story of parents who had accepted the necessity of a 
free love relationships for a time, and whose children determine to shape their own & 
lives, ignoring - for a time —- the lesson life had taught their parents. One feels 
that the whole story is told symbolically and it does not quite ring true. $2.50 


November 5 












Berkeley, Anthony TRIAL AND ERROR Doubleday, Doran 





* An entertaining tale of a would-be murderer, Given a short time to live, 
peacable Mr. Todhunter decides to rid the world of some unpleasant person. His first 
choice fails; his second qualifies - but Scotland Yard goes astray. Full of odd 
twists and circumstances, excellent entertainment. Plus sales for mystery fans. 
$2.50 
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November 5 
Sheean, Vincent THE PIECES OF A FAN Doubleday, Doran 


An unusual good group of short stories, with more of plot than of mood and 
atmosphere. It is a relief to get away from the now-hackneyei method of a fragment 
suspended in time and space. These stories offer wide variety in plot, setting ani 
character. For the essential flavor, scan the story of the famous pianist who ruined 
his hands to master a glissando at the close of a Chopin study that another musician 
had achieved. There's a nice twist to each Story; there is entertainment in everyone. 
Occasionally, one recognizes, reluctantly, an echo of Galsworthy. But in the final 


analysis, the stories are orijinal, well done and with a nice foundation of irony. 
$2.50 


November 8 
Rice, Elmer IMPERIAL CITY Coward, McCann 


* The author of the Pulitzer Prize play, Street Scene, writes his first novel 
which might be called Park Avenue Scene (using Park Avenue symbolically). Melodrama, 
played out against New York's many faceted life, with a prominent social register 
family high-lighted through its various members. The mother is a dipsomaniac; the 
eldest son hides a secret passion for drink, and escapes observation under the care 
of his mistress and valet; the second son is a left wingish college professor; the 
third som is a bounder who pulls the Harry Thaw stunt; the daughter in mature life, 
marries a youth who is a homosexual. The minor characters are more or less normal 
people, cross~-sectioning the stage, the industrial life, iepartment stores, society. 
A sordid picture, sensationally handled, but with little relief and no humor. The 
characters are cardboard, the situations machinemade, but Rice has a keen sense of 
drama, unerring instinct for sustained interest, and a mastery of detail that fas- 
cinates. The book is being played up for big sales, and is sure to get a good deal 


of publicity. Headed for popular success. $3.00 


November RQ bo 
Ayres, Ruby M. UNOFFICIAL WIFE Doubleday, Doran 


As dull a piece of work as Ruby has produced for some time. A sweet un- 
sophisticated girl is stranded penniless; she takes the job of unofficial wife to a 
man who needs to sustain the fiction in order to inherit a fortune from his aunt. 
It 1s pure, oh, so pure, though they fall in love and squabble about their mutual 


past loves. Eventually, unofficial wife becores official. - You know your Ayres' 
$2.00 


market. 


MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 


September #67 20 
Fitzsimmons, Cortland THE MOVING FINGER Stokes 


Spinster Ethel Thomas extricates a young publisher first from the danger of 
publishing dynamite laden diaries, second from the charge of murders connected with 
said diaries. Not grade A — but good relaxation. $2.00 
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September 23 
MURDER IN MAKE UP Messner 







Heller, Lorenz 





Peg-legged, scar—facei, blind, wearing a Macaw on his shoulder, tiger 
hunter Von Leeuw comes from India to work with the New York police. His first case 
is the murder of a once famous actor -- and Von Leeuw catches the criminal with a 

hunting cheetah... Pretty high-colored and over-—flavored. $2.00 

























September 30 
Lee, Ranger THUNDERING HOOFS Greystone 


Good average western in which a young nephew prevents the ruin of his uncle 
who gambles everything on horse racing. The hero saves the ranch and gets the girl. 
$2.00 


October 13 


Walling, R. A. J. MAROONED WITH MURDER Morrow 


Mr. Tolefree case and a delightful one. While sailing with a friend off 
Scotland, they are shipwrecked on an island, and stumble upon a mystery, which deep- 
ens during their stay. A corpse secretly taken out to sea — the discovery of two 
unsolved deaths on his return ~- and Tolefree is on the scent. Good characters and 


* fun reading, with an upside down sort of mystery. $2.00 
October 22 
Caldwell, Alfred Betts NO TEARS SHED Doubleday, Doran 


Good average baffler. Freddy Philpotts, amateur sleuth with an inside track 
with the New York police, delights in the tangles of a murder of an unpleasant finan- 
cier. Includes South American complications, a bit about philately, and several pe- 
culiar characters. $2.00 


October 27 


Brand, Max SIX GOLDEN ANGELS Dodd, Mead 


A familiar situation in the story of the murder of a millionaire which is 
dismissed by the police but investigated by his nephew. A varied cast of suspects - 
Samblers ~ actresses — fake socialites - lead to a tie-up with a politician and an 
underworld gang. A few new turns - and a fast action story - not to mention dialogue 
with a hard punch. Brand in a new role, $2.00 


November 5 


aod Clason, Clyde B. BLIND DRIFTS Doubleday, Doran 


Denver, Colorado Springs and Colorado gold mines as background for the 
fourth case of Theocritus Lucius Westborough, learned historian, whose inheritance 
of mining stock involves him in two killings, a fight to lease the mine, and plenty 
of mining lore. Interesting setting - a good yarn. $2.00 
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November 5 





Hale, Christopher GHOST RIVER Doubleday, Doran 


A camping party from the East finds Ghost River a place of horror when mur- 
der starts popping. The state police to the rescue. Good Western background which 
gives it a double market. Moderately good yarn. $2.00 






























November 19 


20 RPE RTE TOES 


Allingham, Margery MR. CAMPION, CRIMINOLOGIST Doubleday, Doran 


The case book of Mr. Campion, wealthy crime investigator of Dancers in 
Mourning containing seven episodes wherein he solves jewel robberies, murders, frauds, 
etc. Oates of Scotland Yard and Campion's imperfect valet also appear. Good read- 


ing. $2.00 


MUST BOOKS - Non-Fiction 


September 3Q ff 


James, Marquis ANDREW JACKSON: Bobbs, Merrill 
Portrait of a President 


* An important book, and - in view of the tremendous success of its pre- 
decessor, ANDREW JACKSON: Border Captain, an essential item for 11 public libraries, 
students of American history, and individuals who enjoyed the first book. Necessar- 
ily, this book lacks some of the spark and fire of the first, for politics for the 
8 averase reader are less exciting reading than frontier life and border campaigns. 
With that acknowledged handicap, Marquis James has made an extraordinarily absorb- 
ing story of years packed with sorrow, inner turmoil, outward struggle, achievements 
greater than the man himself. Again a piece of sound scholarship - ani a piece of 
good dramatic writing as well. One reads it with a growing awareness of a close 
parallel in certain conditions and situations and personalities in today's public 
life. As the big non-fiction title of the publisher's Fall list, it is guaranteed 
a substantial backing for the trade. Pre-publication and post—publication posters, 
circulars, advertising. Take advantage of special offer. 
Pre-publication price -- $4.50. Boxed with the Border Captain -- $8,00 
Post-publication price - $5.00. Boxed with the Border Captain -- ¢9.00 


| Geboveree~ Now. 260 OC) 


Curie, Eve MADAME CURIE pew Doubleday, Doran 


e* Here is a book that might - through its very impersonality and objectivity - 
prove pedantic. Far from it - the very simplicity of the method gives dignity and 
beauty and drama to this biography of the most extraordinary woman of our generation. 
I found every page absorbingly interesting. The early part of the biography carries 
the reader into the home of her childhood; then one follows the difficult, poverty- 
striken years of adolescence and young womanhood, before her sister's marriage made 

| it possible for her to carve her own career. And then the career is the story - the 

| woman is science personified - her marriage, a too-brief glowing thing, brightens 

the early years, but fame can do nothing to offset the supreme loss. Her younger 






\ : 

i ®@ daughter has shown Marie Curie as wife, mother - but first and last, scientist. 

* Literary Guild choice for November. Sure to be a big seller. $3.50 z 
50 Seaned dtehiade €F- She rrureleteg VY 






NOTE: Don't overlook these good bets: - TOWERS OF NEW YORK by Horowitz & Sparkes | 
{S. & S.).; WHEN LABOR ORGANIZES by R. R. R. Brooks (Yale); and YOU HAVE SEEN THEIR 


FACES by Erskine Caldwell (Viking). Reports below. 
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PROBLEMAT ICAL BOOKS - Won-Fiction 


September 15 
White, Trentwell Mason HOW TO WRITE FOR A LIVING Reynal & Eitchcock 


A practical book on fiction writing which covers the problems of select- 
ing the objective for a long or short piece, and how to plot a story. Adventure and 
mystery writing, juvenile writing, the novel, the novelette, radio script writing, 
scenario writing - all are touched upon. There is a chapter on proof and proof- 
reading, on selling attitudes and activities. The focus is on writing for available 
markets, with all types of magazines in mind. Appeal - limited to those concerned 
with these specific forms of writing, not for those who need writing as a tool in 
advertising, business, etc. Suggest for short story writing groups, schools, col- 
leges, public libraries. $2.00 


September 16 


Carswell, Catherine THE TRANQUIL HEART Harcourt, Brace 
Portrait of Giovanni Boccaccio 


A meticulously documented work, of more scholarly appeal than popular. 
Against a careful reconstruction of the 14th century, in Italy and Europe, its feuds 
and murders, the political manoeuvres, the religious and financial questions, etc., 
is presented the life of the author of the classic Decameron. Though a bastard, he 
was treated as a legitimate son by his father, who tried to impose upon him a busi- 
ness career which he successfully evaded in favor of literature. His first love, 
Fiametta, inspired his early writing; his friendship with Petrarch, his admiration 
for Dante, played their part. His life, his loves, the missions on which he was 
sent ,, his work ~ all carefully presented. Adequate -— but not inspired. $3.50 


Harvey, Basil GROWING PAINS: Oxford Fress 
An Autobiography 


Personal document of a boy, raised in luxury, schooled in artificial man- 
ner, brought to poverty through his father's divorce - and of how he managed and mis-— 
managed his life. An ever-wrong attitude toward life and the job (of which there 
were many and varied), and finally, and painfully, some degree of maturity. He 
places the blame on his early years, on the lack of standards of behavior, on lack 
of preparedness for work. Floorwalker, cashier, advertising agent, actor, film work, 
demonstrator, stockbroker - sporadic attempts at earning a subsistence. London and 
New York - contrasted from school days on to job days. An honest record, with its 
own brand of pathos. Can't see a wide market. $2.50 


Lorca, Federico Garcia LAMENT FOR THE DEATH OF A BULLFIGHTER Oxford Fress 
And Other Poems 


In so far as it is possible to appraise poetry in translation fairly, this 
would seem to indicate that Lorca was strongly influenced by the Andalusian folk- 
song, exotic, barbarous, stimulating, colorful. The poems are gypsy in feeling, 
vigorous and wild. There is evidence of influence of French symbolism, which is 
less appealing than the Spanish aspects. Suggests modern ballad form. The title 
poem is the one on which his greatest fame rests, - lyrical, vivid, tragic. The 
others vary in value. Lorca perished before a Fascist squadron and his books were 
consigned to flames. This is the first effort to make him known to the American 
public. $2.50 
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September 16 


Guhan, Mabel Dodge EDGE OF TAOS DESERT: An Escape To Reality Harcourt, Brace 
Vol. IV of Intimate Memoirs 


Your market is fairly well conditioned by the sale of the previous volumes, 
though this - dealing with the final phase is closer to present interest and there- 
fore may be of somewhat wider appeal... Of the pericd she herself says that the first 
volumes were the records of an anthropologist, this volume of a human being. There 
is not much incident. She goes with her then current husband, Maurice Sterne, to 
‘Taos, and so identifies herself with the place that she buys a house. The central 
theme is the relationship with Tony, her Indian husband today, and the book ends-with 
the imminent prospect of her marriage to him. Taos ~ Indian life ~ all presented 
with lack of reticence which characterizes all her work. Less of the gossip aspect, 
fewer big names to juggle - simply Mabel. Photographs. $3.00 


Barzun, Jacques RACE: A Study in Modern Superstition Harcourt, Brace 


A book of limited appeal - primarily keyed to the interests of students of 
modern race prejudice who are concerned with the history of race prejudice over 150 
years. Academic in discussion, tracing the use of race-ideas as a tool of politicians 
and nationalists since Tacitus. He proves that the modern use of the scarehead is 
fallacious — racial superiority and inferiority is non-existent, racial characteris-— 
tics are catch phrases. He reviews the writers who have touched upon the subject 
since Tacitus. He proves through the history of linguistics that the words Celtic, 
Aryan, Semitic have provided another mold at the time when Nationalism, Evolution, 
Sociology, Imperialism and Militarism make race beliefs needful, authoritative and 
picturesque. $2.50 


September 17 


Postgate, Raymond & ENGLAND GOES TO PRESS Bobbs, Merrill 
Vallance, Aylmer 


Quite different from America Goes To Press - although the success of that 
volume inspired this one. The items included highlight England's journalistic stand 
in matters of international import, primarily, with much less of human interest or 
local affairs than in the previous volume. Begins with Waterloo and carries an to 
1936. Interesting for comparative study of journalistic manner and matter. $2.75 


September 20 
Gannes, Harry WHEN CHINA UNITES Knopf 


* A timely book, which should have a substantial sale to anyone seriously 
interested in the situation in the Far East. The clearest exposition of the unrest 
in China and the possibilities implicit in the present struggle that I have read. 
The viewpoint is more hopeful for China's ability to meet the Japanese menace than 


one is apt to expect, with a distinctly sympathetic slant on the Soviet power in 


China. $2.50 


Bray, Frank Chapin HEADLINES IN AMERICAN HISTORY Crowell 


A reference book that should be in every school, college and public library, 
For the first time, in one place, the catch phrases, slogans, familiar quotations 
whose sources are doubtful are brought together, alphabetically arranged,and cross 
indexei for easy reference. American background phrases and expressions, $2.00 
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September 21 
P Dupuy, E. Ernest & Eliot, G. F. IF WAR COMES Macmillan 


A major of the field artillery and a major in military intelligence Reserve 
contribute factual information as to the international situation in regard to pre- 
paredness, stratagem, summary of war strength in the different arms, survey of in- 
struments of war and progress (?) in such things as chemical warfare, aircraft, etc. 
Assumption that America is prepared for defensive not offensive warfare. While not 
pro-war, the book is definitely militaristic. $3.00 


Von Hagen, Victor Wolfgang OFF WITH THEIR HEADS e/ ef 3) Macmillan 


Interesting material from scientific angle, readable for the layman inter- 
ested in racial research, but not written in popular vein. An account of eight 
months among the Indians of Ecuador's Upper Amazon jungles, with the author, a ter- 
mitologist, and his wife, a botanist, composing the expedition. They live among 
the head hunters, learn the native foods, customs, ways of life, see a tribal war 
and share in the victory celebration, which includes the preserving and shrinkins 
of heads. Readable and credible —- but not of wide appeal. Illustrated, $3.00 


September 24 
Marion, Frances THE TECHNIQUE OF SCREEN WRITING Covici, Friede 


A guide book for the Hollywood aspirant, based on the experiences of Holly- 
wood's foremost scenarist. Literary background - what will go and what won't - 

& general principles. Reads rapidly, popularly, illustrated from current films, sound 
practical advice, based on experience. Stresses characterization, consistency, 
plausibility, focus on character. Plot - how to show rather than tell; standard 
success themes, - the prodigal son, the self-made man, sacrifice, the triangle, etc. 
How to strengthen plot - to sustain it. Treatment rather than plot itself, with 
common denominator of universal emotions. Motivation, theme, common errors, adapta- 
tion, continuity, censorship, plagiarism, how to sell a story. Limited to those 
interested in practical how-to-do book on subject. Excellent for that market. In- 
cludes a continuity by Robert E. Sherwood, Marco Polo. $3.50 


Abdullah, Achmed & Kenny, John FOR MEN ONLY: A Cook Book Putnam 


Another intriguing cook book, containing the sorts of things men like to 
eat, presented in such a way that any man with the germ of a gift or even a mild. 
interest in trying his hand at cooking will be inspired to follow through. No tech- 
nical terminology - steps described rather than assumed. Lots of good items for 


wives who need a spur now and again. $1.50 
September.26- /o 
Ford, James & Katherine Morrow THE ABOLITION OF POVERTY Macmillan 


Competent survey of causes and types of poverty, and study of means of 
combating it. National economic planning should include conservation of natural 
g resources, policies for redistribution of wealth, elimination of consumer exploita- 
tion, progressive income taxation, minimum wages, government control of speculation, 
credit, foreign markets, transportation, etc. Discussion of phases of social secur- 
ity legislation, need for housins legislation, importance of universal education in 
health. Excellent bibliography. Ponderous in style, but content is important as 
reference book for students of social problems. $2.50 
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September 29 
Furnas,. C. C. & Furnas, S. M. BREAD, MAN AND DESTINY | Reynal & Hitchcock 








q An important book, but not a book for everyone. An oddly neglected sub- 
ject - this whole field of historical background of food habits and their relation 

to history and humanity. Modern archeological. research has filled many of the gaps 
in human knowledge, and the first part deals with the eating habits of primitive 

man and their contribution to his rise or fall. Brings the subject up to date with 
expose of many modern fallacies, and diet fads of the past’ generation and the present. 
One feels that there is matter here for a more dramatic handling, but that the sub- 
ject itself is interesting and informatively presented. $3.00 





















Barly october” Yt» | 
od 
Smart, Charles Allen INVITATION TO THE COUNTRY Norton 









This is a way of life, says the author, for "people who have no interest 
‘ in getting ahead, who like animals and plants more than machinery, processes more 
than figures, solitude more than most company, and a hunting camp more than a derby." 
The experiences of the author and his wife who went back to the farm. His struggles 
with plowing, sowing, harvesting, corbating » drought and flood, acting as midwife to 
ewes and cows. Good idea, inadequately handled. Lively when he is philosophizing 
or being anecdotal; his comments on agricultural agencies are salty; but much of the 
text is heavy and statistical and yet not practical enough to serve as a guide on 


farming. Setting - Southern Ohio. $2.75 
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Jones, Jack © UNFINISHED JOURNEY CF aw ef) Oxford 


A Welshman tells his story, from the days of his work in the mines of South 
Wales, through the Boer and the World Wars, gambling, recruiting, soap box oratory, 
communism, labor party, every sort of job, no job at all, the dole, sporadic writing - 
and finally the settling down to writing as a profession. A challenging book in its 
survey of changing labor conditions; interesting in the handling but a difficult book 
to get to the right market. Limited in appeal over here. The introduction by David 


Lloyd George gives it a good send-off. $3.00 
Whitman, Willson BREAD AND CIRCUSES Oxford 
* Here's a book that has a double market:- first, everyone interested in the 


theatre; second, everyone interested in relief projects and social problems. An in- 
tensely interesting and sympathetically informative story of the whole picture of the 
Federal Theatre, and all the various activities and. machinery of the W P A Theatre 

.Project. $1.75 


| Horowitz, Louis & Sparkes, Boyden TOWERS OF NEW YORK Simon & Schuster 
| * : / ad ’ 
| Memoirs of a Master Builder lolis| ar 


* A grand job, breezily written and a revelation of the personality of the man 
behind the story. Horowitz came over as a Polish immigrant and became the foremost 
man in the history of building in New York. While working as a shoe salesman he did 
@ some trading in lots - then went into building, and by various steps became the power 
behind the throne of Thompson Starrett. From Woolworth Building to the Waldorf- 
Astoria his career runs. Human interest stuff - good New York material abounding in 


names to conjure with. Good reading. $3.00 
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Banning, Kendall WEST POINT TODAY Funk & Wagnalls 









A flag waving book lauding West Point and the system. Factual information 
on cadet life, regulations for plebs, educational and physical training, social re~ 

quirements, and so on. Descriptions of the various buildings and the treasures they 
hold. Stories of their famous men. Cedet slang. Excellent book for boy heading in 





























that direction - and for parents. Illustrated. $2.50 
October 6 
Arnold, Thurman W. THE FOLKLORE OF CAPITALISM Yale 


The problem in selling this book is that the people who would get the most 
out of it wouldn't touch it with a ten foot pole — and the others don't need it 
(though I doubt whether anyone could read it carefully without finding some pet prej- 
udices jarred or pet convictions overturned). The author examines today's creed of 
capitalism and standpatism and conservatism, and shakes its very portals through 
gentle and subtle ridicule, clever airing of bare bones of fact, and sound exposition. 
Watch to see what sort of launching it gets. Curiosity may stimulate latent indif- 


ference, and it is controversial. $3.00 
October 7 

Brooks, Robert R. R. WHEN LABOR ORGANIZES Yale 

** Whether pro or anti the public wants to know about Labor and Labor tnions. 


Here is the fairest and most intelligent presentation of the history, experiences 

and philosophy behind the Labor movement in this country. Full of solid facts and 
material essential for anyone desiring to know the truth about Labor. Not written 

by a member of some Labor Collese nor a propagandist of the National Manufacturers’ 
Association but by the Assistant Professor of Economics of Williams College. A grand 
companion—piece of Sky Overhead by Clinch Calkins (Harcourt, Brace). Labor books are 
usually difficult to read. This is easy reading but difficult of digestion. An ob- 
jective up-to-the-minute presentation full of interesting sidelights of the battle 
between A. F. of L. and C. I. O. and their relations to industry. Leaders in business 
and industry must ultimately study the inside of the Labor movement. Here's the op- 


portunity. Bibliography exceedingly good. Illustrated. $3.00 
October & > 
Binkley, W. E. THE POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT Doubleday, Doran 


Historical study - administration by administration - of the actual powers 
exercised, or the reverse, of the executive office. Analysis of the ways by which 
certain assigned powers fell into disuse, and others were strengthened. In final 
analysis, one feels that present conditions have been paralleled many times in our 
past history, without imperilling the basic soundness of the whole. Or without act- 
ually infringing on the rights and powers intended by the framers of the Constitution. 
Not as controversial a book as its title would seem to indicate. $2.50 








Wile, Ira S. THE MAN TAKES A WIFE Greenbers 


Dodges the issues and presents the problems of marriage for the man from a 
stereotyped, unimaginative, ponderous and uninspired way. No contribution that is not 
better made in a dozen books in the fields of medicine, secial problems, popular psy- 
chology. Can't see a place for it - as here handled. $2.50 
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October i1 


Frobenius, Leo é APRICAN GENESIS Stackpole 
Fox, Douglas C. 


Last year the Museum of Modern Art in New York put on a show of African 
rock paintings and pictures of the Stone Age. This year the show will go on the 
road, covering Buffalo, Philadelphia, Rochester, Manchester, Springfield, Boston, 
Chicago, Los Angeles and San Francisco. This Sives some idea of the breadth of in- 
terest aroused by the New York show. And here is a book that gives the background, 
the folk material unearthed and revealed through the exploration which produced 
these contributions to modern anthropology. The matter of the pictures is lightly 
touched upon, in an able and illuminating introduction; many of them are used in 
illustration. But the book is chiefly a volume of stories, fables, myths of African 
natives, with roots in prehistoric past. Elements recognizable from other folk lore. 
Market -— Golden Bough audience scientists, a certain amount of interest along lines 
of pornography. $3.50 





October 15 
Linn, James Weber JAMES KEELEY, NEWSPAPERMAN Bobbs, Merrill 


A biography written no better than the average, but with enough to inter- 
est the casual reader and to appeal to most newspaper men. Better done than Rose- 
bault's When Dana Was The Sun. The life story of one of the big men in the field 
of journalism, absolute power on the Herald for a few years, but was ousted by the 
McCormick-Patterson interests. He came to this country from England at sixteen, 
hoping to make his fortune in the middle west. A bit of this and that -— jewelry 
design, vagabonding, and casual news stories free lance, which led to a reporter's 
job on the Chicago Herald. And from that point he rose rapidly to the top. Anec- 


dotes about his "bell ringers" - big stories all. Went over seas during the war as 
propagandist, and settled down to promotion work on his return. $3.50 
Sherman, Ray W. WHY SOME PEOPLE MAKE MORE MONEY THAN OTHERS Crowell 


Little more than skin deep, written in slangy, colloquial style on the 
plane of "I'm your pal, feller." Takes up business problems,training, salary, pro- 
gress along one line, and concentrating on manufacturing, selling, advertising. 
Stresses attitude, foresight, why people are fired. Liszht weight. $1.75 


Spaeth, Sigmund STORIES BEHIND THE WORLD'S GREAT MUSIC Whittlesey 


The famous tune detective digs up some colorful facts about great composers 
that makes them very human. He follows Bach turning out fugues by the dozen and 
children by the baker's dozen; he introduces Handel as a swordsman and fighter, until 
such time as his sacred music brought hiim wealth and fame; he reveals Gluck and 
Handel as melody grabbers, and Beethoven as rude and vulgar but forgiven for his 
genius. Weber, Schuman, Schubert, Chopin, Mendelssohn, Wagner, Liszt - all come to 
life through little anecdotes, revealing faults and virtues, while contributing 
through their music to the richness of life in their own and later generations. Call 
to attention of music teachers, schools, etc. $2.50 
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October 18 


Carter, John Franklin THE RECTORY FAMILY Coward, McCann 


This does for a certain segment of New England what The Age of Confidence 
by Henry Canby does for Wilmington, Delaware. It recaptures a period that is past, 
a social strata and way of life that is gone. This is a slightly later period - 
the period of the "lost deneration" that grew up during the war. The central family, 
the "rectory family" assumed certain social settings, school affiliations (St. Marks 
and Harvard, Groton, Yale), established attitudes, moral and ethical standards, dis- 
cipline, social life, two to three months' summer holidays at accepted resorts, etc. 
The background is Williamstown - the tempo would seem slow to today's young people, 
the activities home made. But what a lot of good times they had and what fine people 
emerged. Intimate pictures cross sectioning so many people that many of us, brought 
up in the same period and the same strata of society know that it is hard to dis— 
sociate personal interest from general. I doubt a wide interest in the book away 
from the eastern coast. Illustrated by Oscar Howard. $2.50 


Fletcher, John Gould LIFE IS MY SONG Farrar & Rinehart 


This is an important book from the angle of the modern school of poetry 

and criticism in London and New York. I know of no other autobiography which opens 
the doors to intimate acquaintance with such people as Hzra Pound, Richard Aldington, 
T. S. Eliot, Amy Lowell and so on as this does, in the life story of a modern poet 

who seems to have no reticences, no reserves. It is not a pleasant book. It is too 
personal ~ too inclined to have a chip on the shoulder -—- too back biting. But it is 
revealing. It challenges one's own critical approach to modern poetry. It is in- 
sular — limited, but within its range, perceptive. Sell to those interested in poetry, 
in literary biography, in modern trends. $3.50 


Caldwell, Erskine & YOU HAVE SEEN THEIR FACES /s /3 ) Viking 
Bourke-White, Margaret 


* It will be an achievement if a book of such real social value can be sold 
as a photographic book on its artistic merits. Superb type photography, showing 
the panorama of that ulcer in our agricultural South, the share cropper and tenant 
farmer. And a text by Erskine Caldwell that lays bare the whole tragic story, 
through anecdotes and case histories, Autegraphed—editton; sso numbered’ Copies, 


each with—en-original signed photograph ~— $10.00 Trade edition - $5.00 
Announcing 
Fishback, Margaret ONE TO A CUSTOMER Dutton 
Omnibus volume, containing I Feel Better Now, Out of My Head, I Take [t 
Back and thirty-two pages of additional poems. $2.50 
October 19 
Fisher, Clyde EXPLORING THE HEAVENS Crowell 


I am a good test for the simplicity and practicability of a book on the 
study of the heavens, for I know very little about them. This book I found easy 
reading, readily comprehensible, clear-cut - and with one whole section devoted to 
a simple exposition by which even I can locate the constellations. Written by the 
director of the Hayden Planetarium and based on his lectures. $2.50 
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October 19 


Loggins, Vernon I HEAR AMERICA Crowell 
Literature in the U. S. Since 1900 


A swell job. Thorough, interesting throughout, often stimulating. It has 
neither the glib superficiality of Books and Battles nor the controversial aspects 
of some of the ultra-modern criticism. An admirable survey for anyone wanting a 
general picture of the American literary scene. Treats 44 representative authors in 
their relation to twelve dominating world tendencies." Unpremeditated art, question- 
ing despair, the dream, dominant primordial, the mask, manners, regional variations, 
iconoclasm, revolution, cap and bells, intellectuelism, popular writers. Clear birds- 
eye view, backed by sound knowledge. Sell to reading study groups, clubs, etc. 
Courses in schools and colleges. Libraries. $2.50 


Chevigny, Hector LOST EMPIRE Macmillan 


Mediocre treatment of a famous story, the story of Rezanov, already im- 
mortalized in fiction by Gertrude Atherton. This covers more ground, is a full- 
length biography, with his career under Catherine the Great, his diplomatic mission 
to Japan, his affiliations with Siberian fur trading, his trip to America, his ro- 
mance with Dona Concha, his return to Russia and his death. Careful scholarly treat- 
ment, but lacks fire. $2.50 


Palmer, John McAuley GENERAL VON STEUBEN |= 9. Yale 


It took good salesmanship to sell Von Steuben to the American army, for 
while he was presented as a Lieutenant General, he was actually a captain who had 
been dropped fourteen years before by Frederick the Great. But once sold, he made 
good, was beloved, and instituted important reforms in discipline and tactics. 
After the war, he became an American citizen, a fantastic, highly colored figure. 
Sympathetic treatment, not too technical, though its chief market will be those in- 
terested in military tactics. Illustrated. $4.00 


October 20 


shyt et OMY b 
Rogers, Agnes ; Harper 


Good philesophy on life and sound psychology, but there's nothing that 
hasn't been said in various ways in a half dozen self-help books of the past year, 
Possibly the approach - enjoying life - gives it new focus. In any case, it is 
good advice, well organized, not too preachy, but lacking the lift and zest and 
humor that makes best sellers of Marjorie Hillis’ books. “a 

Ss 


October 21 


Bates, H. &. DOWN THE RIVER Holt 
Slight text, with in- 
Parker. Gift book. $3.00 


Companion volume to last year's Through the Woods. 
terest centered on 81 wood engravings by Agnes Miller 


Dickinson, Thomas H. & others THE THEATER IN A CHANGING EUROPE Holt 


The state of the pre-war theater, the changes brought about by new con- 


ditions, types of plays, actors, stage sets, state use of the theater, aims and 
failures of today - all done through collaboration of critics of modern Europe, 


Library and drama course reference book. $5.00 
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Maillart, Ella K. FORBIDDEN JOURNEY 






Last October Peter Fleming published News From Tartary. This book, a year 
later, tells Ella Maillart's story of the same trip, from Peking to Kashmir.. His 
previous book was One's Company - her's Turkestan Solo, and both preferred travelling 
alone, but circumstances and difficulties compelled their joining forces on this trip, 
and it is interesting to compare the two, to trace similarities and differences in 
what they think worthy of note and how they tell the adventure of seven months in 
little travelled ways through China to India. Good reading - spirited, amusing and 
informative. Illustrated. $3.00 































De Leeuw, Hendrik CROSSROADS OF THE BUCCANEERS Lippincott 


The best book on the Windward and Leeward Islands that I have read — and 
I've read a lot. Although De Leeuw, the Dutch traveller, visited the islands of 
which he writes, he has not done an intimate and personal sort of gossipy account 
of his trip, but has traced the history of each island, anecdotes connected with 
the islands, and given vivid pictures of the islands as they are today, what to 
see and how to see it. Occasional personal bits - but primarily informative book 
for the Caribbean-bound voyager. Recommend to anyone taking a freighter trip to 
the smaller islands, where the conventional boats do not stop, Lush writing — but 


it suits that part of the world. Maps and decorations. $3.00 
October 22 

Hopkins, Arthur TO A LONELY BOY Doubleday, Doran 

* A unique method of telling one's life story. The well known producer is 


sharing his random thoughts with an invalid boy, and in this form gives his phil- 
osophy of stage and life, bits about his own boyhood, his start in the theatrical 
world, and figures of the legitimate and vaudeville stage. Delightful - chatty - 
not a conventional contribution to the study of American stage history, but a book 
that stage people will love. Winthrop Ames says of it: "A self-portrait, though 
an unconscious one, of a very interesting and unusual personality. Personally, I 
liked it and found it constantly interesting." $2.5C 





Thomson, Sir Basil THE SCENE CHANGES Doubleday, Doran 


The early life and war diaries cf the retired head of Scotland Yard. Im 
mense detail of a full life, not light reading but of interest from many angles. 
Family and schooling, farming in Iowa, life and adventures in the South Seas, the 
Fiji Islands, the Tongan Islands, New Guinea, work in Liverpool and Dartmoor pris-— 
ons, Scotland Yard during the war, notes on espionage, Irish uprisings, military 
occurrences, conversations with famous figures of the times. Possible plus sale 
for those interested in behind the scenes material in authentic mystery routine, 








but not for the ordinary thriller addict. Illustrated. $4.00 
October 25 
= Buchan, John AUGUSTUS Houghton, Mifflin 


| This is not one of Buchan's essentially popular books, for it is a serious 
biography of the emperor Augustus, Julius Caesar's nephew and heir. Buchan paints 
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&@ more glamorous picture of Augustus than is conceded by most historians, and sees 
his period and his achievements through rose-colored spectacles. He recognizes the 
shrewd steps by which he routed the assassins and ordered the empire, but he feels 
that thereby Augustus saved civilization. Thoroughgoing job of scholarly worth, but 


not spiced with the zest that Graves gave to Claudius. One can ¢ount surely on Buchan » 


for a craftsmanlike piece of work, Illustrated. $4.50 


Late October 


Sigerist, Henry &. SOCIALIZED MEDICINE IN THE SOVIET UNION Norton 


One feels that Dr. Sigerist has swallowed it all, bait, hook, line and 
sinker. for in presenting his "facts" he has used Soviet statistics and accepted 
everything he has been told as accomplished fact. The main features of the system 
are free medical service, preventive measures, for disease control, central direc- 
tion of health activities. Covers background of organization, training, results in 
obliterating epidemics, protection of labor, shorter working day, recreation, health 
resorts, hospitals, institutions, food labor, etc. Paints an amazing picture of 
accomplishment and ignores any possible faults. A book to take with many grains of 
salt. Illustrated. $3.50 


"hures , 
Langdon, W. C. EVERYDAY BEBE IN AMERICAN Lf Scribner 


There seems to be a school, college and library market for this sort of 
thing, if one can judge by the sales of The History of Everyday Things in England 
and similar volumes. This fits into the same sort of market, plus the field of 
Americana. Traces the welding together of the civilizations of many nationali.ies; 
recreates the life of colonial days, and the reasons back of the customs. He de- 
scribes furniture, English influences, houses and interiors, from pure utility to 
display and luxury, utensils and why they were made as they were. He investigates 
the rise of certain industries, and the locales which fostered them; the making of 
roads, the development of mail carriers, the beginnings of newspapers. He discusses 
the roots of the educational system, the growth of religious units. This is the 
first volume of a series. Copiously illustrated. $2.50 


Holstius, E. Nils HOLLYWOOD THROUGH THE BACK DOOR \l-3 Longmans, Green 


Nondescript and unimportant - a book that makes little contribution to 
the general understanding of the picture industry. The story of an English novel- 
ist who thought he could break into the pictures without any pull - and of how he 
was disillusioned. First third mildly interesting as he gives his impressions of 
a dance hall, a burlesque, Aimee Semple McPherson, etc. But when he gets to Holly- 
wood he wastes a great deal of his own and the reader's time waiting for something 
to happen, and he brings in a great many names for the sake of bringing them in. 
His end is like his beginning ~ failure, and he returns to England, where he should 
have stayed in the first place. . $2.50 


November @ 


Black, Archibald THE STORY OF TUNNELS Whittlesey 


‘If there are enough people interested in tunnels who want to read about 


them, here's a book for them to read. But I can't see much general interest in the 
subject. It is a detailed and serious study of man's underground activities since 
the Babylonians constructed a tunnel under the Euphrates. Some of these prehistoric 
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tunnels would be engineering feats today. The Roman remains have some of them re- 
cently come to light and been incorporated into modern aqueducts. The Dark Ages 
intervened - then tunneling again came into prominence. And with railroads, tunnels 
became essential. Developments, inventions, specific discussion of dozens of tun- 
nels in detail, the problems met, the difficulties overcome. The great modern tun- 
nels are described and proposed tunnels outlined. ‘Illustrated. $2.75 


Announcing for 
November 11 
Moult, Thomas, editor THE BEST POEMS OF 1937 Harcourt, Brace 


An annual, which has taken a foremost place among volumes of its kind. 
Material drawn from best verse appearing in American and English periodicals. An 
established volume for libraries and those interested in modern verse. $2.00 


Books Received Too Late For Inclusion In August Issues 


W.P.A. AMERICAN GUIDE SERIES: Massachusetts Houghton, Mifflin 
Federal Writers' Project 


An exhaustive guide to the state, - what to do, what to see, how to get 
there, scenes of historical and scenic beauty, the best places for various sporting 
activities, encyclopedic information on history, geology, architecture, transporta- 
tion systems, industries, etc. Facts checked for accuracy. Full illustrated and 
with numerous maps. Routes arranged for touring. Nothing given on subject of eat- 
ing places or places to stay, so does not take place of complete tour guides. Maine, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont and Connecticut will follow. (September 14 - 
September 21 —- September 28) Rumor has it that Vermont is less satisfactory than 
the others. $2.50 


Hope, Thomas Suthren THE WINDING ROAD UNFOLDS Putnam 


This is too good a record of one facet of the world war to go unnoticed. 
Written by a Scot, a lad who joined up at sixteen and served util he was wounded 
and his true age revealed, it gives disillusioned youth!s slant on the horrors, the 
terrors and the comradery of the great struggle. In front line trenches and behind 
the lines, on leave and in stolen moments snatched from death, he lived it all to 
the hilt and gives here a personal record. $2.50 


September 10 
Shaw, Charles Gray THE ROAD TO HAPPINESS Hillman-—Curl 


A philosopher presents the historical data to support his thesis, - that 
happiness depends first on self-knowledge, then on recognition of the basis of in- 
dividual happiness. He goes into race history, into mores of the past, into the 
psychology of men and of women, in order to prove that happiness is not a tangible, 
measurable thing, identical for everyone. There's some claptrap, but there is a 
great deal of good sound philosophy and faith. $2.50 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 
Tousey, S. ~ CHUNKY THE BANKER PONY (Doubleday, Doran) from 9/10 to 10/8 272 
; Walpole, H.- JOHN CORNELIUS (Doubleday, Doran) from $2.50 to $3.00 279 
© Brown, C. R. & B.- 10,000 SNACKS (Farrar & Rinehart) from 9/23 to 10/28 325 
Brown, M. W. WHEN THE WIND BLOWS (Harper) from $1.25 to 1.50 335 
Burnett & Foley ~ THE SONG THE SUMMER EVENING SINGS (Harper) postponed; no date 847 
Turpin, W.E.-THESE LOW GROUNDS (Harper) from 8/26 to 9/8 233 
Cloete, S. — THE TURNING WHEELS (Houghton,Mifflin) from 9/21 to 10/1 344 
Goodspeed,C. YANKEE BOOKSELLER (Houghton, Mifflin) from 10/5 to 9/15 361 
Covarrubias, M. ~ ISLAND OF BALI (Knopf) from 9/20 to late Fall - indefinite 294 
Curtis, J. - THERE AIN'T NO JUSTICE (Knopf) from 9/7 to 9/27 282 
‘Ingstad, H.- EAST OF THE GREAT GLACIER (Knopf) definite date is 10/11/37 291 
Mann, H. - YOUNG HENRY OF NAVARRE (Knopf) from 9/13 to $/29 283 
Romains, J.— THE DEPTHS AND THE HEIGHTS (Knopf) from 9/7 to 9/20 283 


Decies, Lady TURN OF THE WORLD (Lippincott) from 10/14 to 10/28 - Correct author's 
name is Mrs. Harry Lehr and correct title of her previous book is KING LEHR 





AND THE GILDED AGE 364 
Foley, P. - THE YELLOW CIRCLE (Lippincott) from 9/2 to 9/16 259 
Hark, A. ~ SUGAR MILL HOUSE (Lippincott) definite date is 9/23 339 
Lanson, V.E. SWIMMING (Lippincott) from 9/2 to 9/16 354 
Tracy, V. - PERSONAL APPEARANCE OF A LIONESS (Lippincott) from §/16 to 9/23 851 
Dodd, W.E. - STRUGGLES FOR DEMOCRACY:THE OLD SOUTH (Macmillan) from 6/31 to 10/26 265 
Paish, G. - THE WAY OUT (Putnam) from $3.00 to $2.75 332 
Briffault,R- EUROPA IN LIMBO (Scribner) Correct price $2.75 Definite date 9/9 344 
Hemingway,E- TO HAVE OR TO HAVE NOT (Scribner) Definite date 10/15 311 
Kang, Y. ~- EAST GOES WEST (Scribner) from 8/20 to 9/17 264 
Patrick, Q.— DEATH FOR DEAR CLARA (Simon & Schuster) Definite date 9/21 226 
Van Goon, A.W. THE ARTS (Simon & Schuster) from 9/24 to 9/30 $11 & 371 
Frank, B. - LOST HERITAGE (Viking) from 9/10 to 9/27 283 

D> Van der Meersch, M. — HATH NOT THE POTTER (Viking) from 10/16 to 11/? 316 


THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR--SEPTEMBER 15th TO SEPTEMBER 30th 








September 15 -— Clune, H.W. — THE GOOD DIE POOR (Longmans, Green) 280 

September 16 — Delavan, M.S. — THE RUMELHEARTS OF RAMPLER AVENUE (Stokes) 346 

- Holdridge, D. ~ WITCH IN THE WILDERNESS (Harcourt, Brace) 374 

# - Stout, Rex - THE HAND IN THE GLOVE (Farrar & Rinehart). 318 
| ’ \kn September 17 — Lawrence, T.E. -— First Chapter of SEVEN PILLARS OF WISDOM (Viking )293 
| \\ September 20 — Gannes, H. — WHEN CHINA UNITES (Knopf) 382 
| -~ Salminen, S. — KATRINA (Farrar & Rinehart) 344 
September 22 - Carr, J.D. -—- THE FOUR FALSE WEAPONS (Harper) 318 

September 28 - Lanier, H. ~ HE DID NOT DIE AT MEYERLING (Lippincott) 326 
September 24 - Bonsal,S. — HEY-DAY IN A VANISHED WORLD (Norton) Note definite date296 

- Briffault, R. - EUROPA IN LIMBO (Scribner) 344 

- Cameron, C. -— IT'S HELL TC BE A RANGER (Doubleday, Doran) 31e@ 

A) prt ~ Chiang, Kai-sghek, Gen. & M.-GENERAL CHIANG KAI-sghek (D. D.) 327 
‘PV op sau 2 Blisworth, Le — BEYOND HORIZONS (Doubleday, Doran) 358 

—- Lippmann, W. — THE GOOD SOCIETY (Little, Brown) 327 

September 27 - Huggins, C. - POINT NOIR (Houghton, Mifflin) . 374 

~ Stegner, W. - REMEMBERING LAUGHTER (Little, Brown) 280 

September 28 - Crobaugh, M. - ECONOMICS FOR EVERYBODY (Morrow) 359 

- Kempton, K.P. — MONDAY GO TO MEETING (Farrar & Rinehart) 315 

- O'Flaherty, L, - FAMINE - October Literary Guild.Choice (Random H)256 

September 29 - Furnas, C.C. & S.M.—-BREAD, MAN & DESTINY (Reynal & Hitchcock) $84 

om) September 30 - James, M. - ANDREW JACKSON (Bobbs, Merrill) 380 

~- Van Loon, H.- THE ARTS (Simon & Schuster) | $11 

Please Add These Titles To Your September zst to 15th Calendar 
September - Indefinite ~ Thomason, J.W. - GONE TC TEXAS (Scribner) 375 
September 7 ~ Watkins, L. - ON BORROWED TIME (Knopf) Note date change 234 
September 9 - Wells,H.G. - BRYNHILD (Scribner) note definite date 311 
« : 
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September 1, 1937 No. 7 
FALL JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


PICTURE-STORY BOOKS 


Blyton, Enid TRE FAMOUS JIMMY Dutton 


A nonsense fable about a duckling who made himself famous by undertaking 
all sorts of strange exploits - and getting away with them, or at least seeming to. 
In many of them he was extricated by his pal, the black kitten. Pictures by Benjamin 


Rabier supply much of the charm of the story. (September 10) $1.50 
Garner, Elvira EZEKIEL Holt 
* It really is fun, this tell-it-as-you-jgo sort of story and picture book 


about Ezekiel and his family, Emancipation,Lil Plural and the baby Assafetida. The 
stories sound like stories told in rambling fashion to a group of open-mouthed small 
listeners, who keeping urging the story-teller on to "just one more". The incidents 
in the little darky family are illustrated with amusing line sketches in color, andi 
there is a certain informality and folk quality of the born spinner of tales. The 
children have everyday adventures; they go fishing, they tote a Christmas tree, they 
make good friends as they go. Ideal for reading aloud, one or two or three at a time. 
Good display material in the form of window sets, sets of dolls illustrating the story 
and made — by the author - out of pipe cleaners, etc. As winning manuscript in the 
Julia Ellsworth Ford Foundation Prize, the publishers are planninjs substantial ad- 





vertising. (October 7) $1.50 
Newberry, Clare Turlay BABETTE Harper 
* This isn't as fresh as the same author's Mittens - but it has a ready-made 


market, for all who loved Mittens and want more like her, and for all cat lovers of 
whatever ages, particularly Siamese cat enthusiasts. The story of a little girl and 
how she took care of the cats upstairs and of how she finally acquired one of her own. 
The pictures are perfect. Eoxed with Mittens ~ $3.00. ( October—¢ ) Separately - $1.50 


Slocum, Rosalie BREAKFAST WITH THE CLOWNS Viking 


A little bit sophisticated and ultra-modern, but with a posterish quality 
that will catch a child's attention, with nice color, and with a friendly little 
story running along with the pictures, about a little girl who was almost disappointed 
in her dream of having breakfast with the clowns. (August 16) $1.00 


Tippett, James S. SHADOW AND THE STOCKING Harper 


Perhaps this is a stepping stone book from this group to the next, for it 

ro isn't really a picture book, though the Morgan Dennis pictures help interpret the 
story of the puppy who didn't forget the dirty stockinz his mistresses didn't want 
him to play with. The language is repetitive - a good opening wedge in learning to 

read - but perfect to read aloud to the picture-story-—book age as well. (October 


Na) ;) $ .75 





ed 





- 2:93 = 











September 1, 1937 JUVENILE BOOKS -~ 294 - 


REPRINT 





Moore, Clement C. THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS Harcourt, Brace 


* x The perfect Night Before Christmas at last. The illustrations by Reginald 
Birch fulfil all that the pictures should be; they are realistic enough and senti- 
mental enough and humorous enough and they have just that quality one has hoped for 
in illustrating the time honored favorite, so that our own childhood memories of 


first hearing it can be duly shared and appreciated. Full color. (October 7) $1.50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 


King, Marian SEAN AND SHEEBLA Whitman 


There is no particular distinction to this Irish story by the author of 
Kees. She follows an established pattern ~ she manages to convey something of the 
spirit and atmosphere and customs of the country (this time Ireland) of which she 
writes. But, as in some of her other books, she confuses in her failure to place 
the children as to background. One starts out thinking that Sean and Sheela are 
peasant children; one discovers before the close that they belong to the gentry and 
place horses in the great Dublin horse show. Not up to some of her earlier books. 
(October 1 ) $2.00 


Phillips, Ethel Calvert CALICO Houghton, Mifflin 


There seem to be a goodly number of excellent pony stories this season and 


_ here is another, also a good one. Calico is shipped from a Western ranch to a Vermont 


pony farm, and there shares the adventures of two children, a country—bred small girl 








and a city-bred small boy. The Maginel Wright Barney illustrations are an added fact—_ 


or giving charm to a good yarn. (September 6) $2.00 


Wilson, Eleanor Hubbard ABOUT RICCO Whitman 


It was his eighth birthday, and Ricco, a little Italian boy was to have a 
fiesta all his own, a present from the Signora who was the grande dame of the Italian 
seaside village. This gives a vivid picture of the village ani the people who lived 
there, as Ricco summoned his friends to the party, all unaware of what they were ac- 
cepting. But it worked out beautifully - for everyone. Pictures by author. (OG¢eteber 
1) $2.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Fact Books 


Brown, Margaret Wise THE CHILDREN'S YEAR Harper 


The pictures by Rojan will be the sales slant on this book, which has little 
to recommend it to the average child. A book of the months - adapted from the French 
of Lacote ~ and not particularly well done. The verse is not the sort of verse that 
appeals to most children. The signs of the seasons are not sufficiently evident to 
place the unnamed months. In some instances, one realizes that seasonal signs in- 
evitably vary with locale and misses the direct allusions. Not a book children would 
choose for themselves - and the pictures are exquisite in coloring but uneven in con- 
tent appeal. (September 8) $. .75 
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STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Brink, Carol Ryrie BABY ISLAND Macmillan 


¥ A unique desert islani story, by a Newbery Prizr winner, who proves that 
she can spin mad tales skirting fantasy, as well as realistic stories of life on the 
Seine or historical fiction of our own frontiers. Two little girls, bound for Aus- 
tralia, are shipwrecked, with a boatload of babies. This is their Robinson Crusoe 


tale and an entertaining one it is. Illustrated by Helen Sewell. (September 21) 
$2.00 


Colmont, Marie THE WINTER NIGHTINGALE Coward, McCann 


This comes closer to a universal chili appeal than the average translation 
from the French. Somehow, most stories for children beyond picture book age, when 
translated from the French seem either thin and unreal or obviously moral. This is 
neither. It is a romantic story of an orphan girl, with a conviction that she will 
be a great singer, and of a lonely boy, who becomes her knisht errant, of the terrif- 
ic barriers to fame they find, of failure, and of some small degree of success. Illus~ 
trated. (October 4) $2.00 


Govan, Christine Noble THE HOUSE WITH THE ECHO Houghton, Mifflin 


There's an odi similarity of mood ani story between this and The Little 
House by Christine Crowell (see page 236). Again a first rate family story, the 
best Mrs. Govan has done since The Plummer Children; again a not-too-success ful 
writer father; again one of the children instrumental in selling an unpremeditated 
book. There's a mystery element in this - the story rambles more over scattered 
incidents — a good yarn, told with real understanding of children ani humor. 


(October 18) $2.00 


REPRINT 


Nesbit, E. WET MAGIC Coward, McCann 


I'malways a bit startled when I happen upon an unfamilar E. Nesbit. This 
one is new territory to me - I am sure I never read it as a child. It has her in- 
fallible touch in the combination of realism and fantasy - of real children ani 
fairy folk. But somehow, the reality becomes a bit clouded ~ the dialogue is less 
sure - the fairy tale pattern more usual. Not up to her best. (September 27) $2.00 


Seaman, Augusta Huiell THE PINE BARRENS MYSTERY Doubleday, Doran 


Another Augusta Huiell Seaman. If you have a clientele that wants then, 
you can count on her to spin a readable tale, without too far-fetched a mystery 
element and better written than the general run of series books. (October 8) $1.5 


Wilder, Laura Ingalls ON THE BANKS OF PLUM CREEK Harper 


* Xk If anything, it is better than her enchantins Little House in the Big Woods. 
Factual - the material is drawn from her own pioneer childhood - but told as story. 
The Ingalls' family moves on to a prairie homestead, and first from a sod house, then 
from a newly built cabin, they lay the groundwork for farming life, with all its mis- 
haps. Laura is always in trouble, but a staunch young person when brought to the 
test. It is perfect Americana. Jllustrated by Helen Sewell and Mildred Boyle. 


(October ¢) / $2.00 
20 
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FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 -1l2's 
Lee, Melicent H. VOLCANOES IN THE SUN: Crowell 
A Boy & Girl of Guatemala 


Dependable travel material about children of other lands. The title some- 
what obscures the instantaneous placing of the text, but it is a readable story, with 
more incident and less of routine day by day life and more of group background than 
some of its predecessors. However, I — personally - jot more feel of the country 
than in many adult books I have read on the subject. The story revolves around two 
orphan children adopted by an old worker on a coffee plantation. The illustrations 


strike the pure Indian note, rather than the settings. (October 1) $1.50 
James, Will COWBOY IN THE MAKING Scribner 
* This age group and up - the early part of Lone Cowboy giving Will James’ 


own story of his childhood ani the steps by which he became a cowboy. One is less 
conscious of the vernacular than in Smoky. Illustrated by the author. (September 
17) $1.50 


Melbo, Irving R. OUR AMERICA Bobts, Merrill 


Flag waving and obviously joctored - mildly - text book material. A series 
of rather pallid stories of men and women who contributed to our country's develop— 
ment, on many fronts. Exploration - settlement - formation of a nation - internal 
expansion — empire building - developments in science - in art - in philanthropy - 
in business - in archeology - in journalism —- in law - in engineering - in aviation. 
Selection excellent; treatment stereotyped. (Published) $1.50 


Taylor, Eva MEN ARE BROTHERS Viking 


This is a difficult hurdle to take — the handling of an abstract thought 
in concrete terms, without becoming sentimental or preachy. The author has suc-— 
ceeded. She has taken all sorts of fields - science, literature, games, friendship, 
and other lévelers of difference; race, color, religion and intolerance, and other 
barriers. In the course of her exposition, she has introduced innumerable bits of 
human interest, anecdotes of jreat men and women that show what she wants to teach. 
It is there ~ but it is not an easy book to give a child to read. A book rather to 


be shared with a child, the younger the better. (October 4) : $1.00 
Wheeler, Opal & Deucher, Sybil SEBASTIAN BACH Dutton 
* The story of a boy who became a great musician and composer, and of the 


indomitable spirit which made him what he was. There is drama and adventure in his 
story, and the tale reads like romantic fiction. The format is charming, but keyed 
to somewhat younger children than the text. Illustrated by Mary Greenwalt. (Sept-— 
ember 10) $2.00 


Wilwerding, Walter J. PUNDA, THE TIGER HORSE Macmillan 


I am not an.admirer of the method by which Wilwerding presents his nature 
material. The facts are there - he presents many facets of the probable life and 
setting of his creatures of the wild. But always there is a somewhat patronizing, 
somewhat forced style. This time he tells the probable life story of a zebra, with 
his friends and foes, the methods of training for life, the personality. Little is 
known at first hand of the zebra - this has a ring of authenticity. Illustrated. 
$2.00 
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Note Henry Holt has taken over the Julia Ellsworth Ford Foundation titles, former-— 
ly published by Sutton House. The following titles were reported last year, and page 
references are given, following the title, to reports on the books themselves. Re- 
ports included on two books not previously reported. 


Baker, E. M. THE SHADOW OF HALF MOON PASS 1936 - 402 


Butler, Julia SINGING PADDLES 


This book had somehow escaped me, so I read it, and found it a first rate 
story of pioneer days in Oregon. A little family in Kentucky sell their Kentucky 
homestead and join the Oregon westward movement. The bulk of the story tells of 
their adventurous first year in Vancouver and Oregon. New edition. Illustrated. 
(September ?) $2.00 


Carter, Russell Gordon SHAGGY, The Horse From Wyoming 


A story of a horse that served in the world war, of the friendship between 
the young officer to whom the horse was assigned, the dog who adopted them both,- and 
the accident of war that separated them and brought them together again. A good - 


might be true - horse story. . $2.00 
Jagendorf, M. IN THE DAYS Of THE HAN 1936 - 403 
Justus, May NEAR SIDE AND FAR 1936 - 400 
Prior, Beatrix LOTA OF THE LITTLE TREES 1936 - 408 


FOR THE 12 TO 18 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 


Kinloch, Lucy A WORLD WITHIN A SCHOOL Random House 


** One of the best girls' school stories I have ever read, and with the unique 
distinction of striking a new note, a picture of an English school. A brief intro- 
ductory note disposes of the general set-up, so that the distinctive features of 
English school organization need not puzzle the reader. Beyond that, the story speaks 
for itself - a first rate unfolding of girls' loves and hates and enthusiasms and 
petty jealousies and finenesses and sense of loyalty and development of school spirit. 
The growth of solidarity which shuts out all the world besides, and the effect of 

that on the girls. The break when school days end. All through the story of Irish 


Nora in an English school. (October 1) $2.00 
Knox, Rose FOOTLIGHTS AFLOAT Doubleday, Doran 
xx ® This seems to me the high spot of this issue's juvenile books. Rose Knox 


has proved her flexibility in handling the southern scene, old and newe Now comes 

a new facet, a story of a show boat, with the central figures two little girls, 
virtually born to the life, and of their growing up with the good days and the vi- 
cissitudes of show boat life on the Ohio and the Mississippi. Good characterization, 
and entertaining story, and a setting that is - so far as I know - a fresh one in the 
juvenile field. A book that adults will find as good reading as the younger members 


of the family. (10/8) Non-Fiction $2.00 
Allen, Adam TIN LIZZY AND HOW SHE RAN Stackpole 
* Adroitly, through the semblance of a story that does not seem superimposed, 


the author shows the workings of an automobile, literally what makes the wheels Pie) 
round. I speak for one adult that learned a great deal - and could go back for mre. 
(October 11) $1.50 








@ 
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Keith, Harold BOYS' LIFE OF WILL ROGER Crowell 


Will Rogers made a place for himself in American hearts and imaginations. 
Here is a story of his boyhood and youth and young manhood, with little space given 
to his later years, or the place he held. The author gives a picture of a strange 
childhood, with Negro playmates, schooling with Indian children, difficulties of 
home adjustment. Eventually, a drifting away, to the life of an itinerant cowboy, 
goin3 from ranch to ranch, and making a name for himself by his rope tricks in rodeos. 
Emphasis on his lifelong love of practical jokes, but his unfailing kindliness and 
generoisity, when needed. Fair treatment, hurt by poor illustrations. (October 1) 

$2.00 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Fiction 


Bell, Kensil ICE PATROL Dodd, Mead 


Fact through an adventure-mystery story of a mid-western boy who enlisted 
in coast guard service, for want of a better job, and who was caught, eventually 
by the sense of service and the opportunities for advancement, if he put his best 
self into it. Through a rather intricate story, all phases of the service are shown, 
with the emphasis on ice patrol. (October 11) $2.00 


Brier, Howard M. WATERFRONT BEAT Random House 


Horatio Alger - 1937. The success story of a newspaper boy who made good. 
Factual information on vocational side authentic and sound enough, but picture of ad- 
venture after adventure, of hairbreadth escapes with the youth always turning hero, 
makes it all seem a bit goofy and unconvincing. (October 1) $1.50 


Villiers, Alan STORMALONG Scribner 


On the other hand, here is a vocational book with factual content, and with 
no sugar-coating. The story of a boy's voyage around the world on a full-rigged ship, 
which paints no glowing picture of a seaman's life, on ship or on shore. The facts 
are sound enough - Villiers has shipped before the mast, he has shipped as captain, 
he has broken in young ones and taken cubs who needed a drubbing to the place where 
they got it. This is more fiction than most of his - but first rate even so. Illus- 


trated with photographs. (September ?) $1.75 
Haines, Donal Hamilton BLAINE OF THE BACKFIELD Farrar @ Rinehart 
* Haines is doing g004 boys' school stories. This takes Jerry Blaine through 


freshman year at a Western university, his moments of confusion over football, studies, 
friends, instructors, rules and his own place. He gets off to a fine start and then 
comes a cropper, finds friends in strange places and eventually comes through, In- 
telligent picture of freshman problems and intelligent solution. (October 4) $2.00 


Finger, Charles J. WHEN GUNS THUNDERED AT TRIPOLI Holt 


I must confess that I do not find Finger easy reading - and this book was 
no exception, though I felt it worth the attention it demanded. A story of a dif- 
ficult period, when the Barbary pirates were a law unto themselves, and English and 
Americans iid not know who was friend and who was foe. The story of youths who were 
captured by pirates and escaped with hairbreadth adventures and close shaves. Finger 
stands well with libraries and is a juvenile writer with an established market. 
(October 7) $2.00 
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FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-Fictton 


Klinefelterg/, Lee M. ELECTRICAL OCCUPATIONS FOR BOYS Dutton 


This is the sart of book I approach doubtfully. In nine cases out of ten, 
factual material misses fire when woven into a father and son sort of thing. But 
here is a book where it comes off. Senior year at high school - the problem of a 


college education and preparation for a career - what career, - these are the ques- 
And the book is an attempt to lay before the boy considering electri- 
openings, types of. work, 
The father and son 


tions raised. 
cal occupations as a career, every facet of the problem:- 
preparation needed, dangers, futures, salary possibilities, etc. 
visit various electrical plants, interview people in different fields, and the find- 


ings are analyzed and presented. Excellent vocational book. Illustrated. (Septem- 
ber 15) $2.00 


BOOKS FOR USE BY PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Bierman, B.W. & Mayer, Frank WINNING FOOTBALL Whittlesey 


(For full report, see August 15th bulletin - page 358). A great coach 
initiates the reader into the fundamentals of the game, psychology, strategy and 


technique. A book for the coach, the player - not for the uninitiate. (September 
27 ) $2.50 
Thach, Stephen D. FINGER PAINTING AS A EOBBY Harper 


(For full report, see August 15th bulletin - page 861). This book gives 
finger painting its due, expands the technique offered in the earlier book by the 
inventor, Miss Shaw, shows the practical applications that have been made, and makes 
it sound too fascinating for words. (October 6) $1.75 


Wood & Goddard GAMES FQGR TWO Hillman-Curl 


(For full report, see August 15th bulletin - page 365). An excellent 
handbook for clubs, recreation rooms, households, schools, camps. Jo-jatte omitted 
but virtually every other game for two one can think of is included. Directions 


for playing and scoring. (Published) $1.50 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Fictton 


Delavan, Maude Smith THE RUMELHEARTS OF RAMPLER AVENUE Stokes 


(For full report, see page 347). A sentimental character novel of the 
Mrs. Wiggs' school. Ome feels the near-tragedy of Mrs. Rumelheart with her craving 
for a home and neighbors. An original idea - a spiteful landowner, getting back at 
his neighbors, sends a trailer family to camp on the outskirts of an exclusive dis- 
trict. The children and their mother make their own way. (September 16) $1.50 


Wickenden, Dan THE RUNNING OF THE DEER Morrow 


(For full report, see page 350). An adolescent story, sensitively told, 
and with enough sympathy to prove constructive for the mature adolescent who can 
view himself objectively. A family story - Long Island setting - the Christmas 
holidays when much happens to turn the direction of life. (October 13) $2.50 





Non-Fiction 


Abbe, Patience, Richard & Johnny OF ALL PLACES! Stokes 


(For full report, see page 353). It is America this time - and Hollywood 
specifically, with a good deal about youthful stars. (October 7) $2.00 
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SUPPLEMENT ON FOREIGN BOOKS 


In cooperation with the dealer, B. Westermann Company, Inc., 24 West 48th Street, 

New York, these titles in French, German, Italian and Russian have been selected for 
individual or group reading. The prices are necessarily tentative. Further informa— 
tion about these and other titles can be obtained from Westermann's. This list is 
suggested simply as a nucleus, and the information given about the individual titles 
is intended as guide for selling. Plus sales might be secured through calling this 
service to the attention of your customers who are interested in foreign books. 


FRENCH BOOKS 


Benoit, Pierre LES COMPAGNONS D'ULYSSE Sequana 
The Companions of Ulysses (Albin Michel) 


Benoit still tells a good story, if a superficial one. The scene is a small 
South American republic shortly after a revolution led by Manrique Ruiz who liberated 
them from the tyranny of neighboring countries. Ruiz, dictator and idol of the coun- 
try, returns to his star regiment to find that it has disintegrated ~- due to wine, 
women and song, and that his officers have become the puppets of the mistress of the 
inn. ‘In the gradual degeneration of the army and of Ruiz lies the action of the story. 
The characterization is vague, but the atmosphere and the suspense help to cloud over 
the slightly melodramatic content. Masculine appeal primarily. About $1.00 


Bordeaux, Henry LE PARRAIN Librairie Plou 
The Godfather 


Eiderdown - with some charm and humor —- in the storyiof a young girl who 
marries her sexagenarian godfather to assure for her five sisters both financial 
security and marital opportunities. One by one she marries off her sisters - to 
young men who would have preferred Sabine, had she not sacrificed herself in her love- 
less marriage. But the last marriage - that of her favorite sister ~ involves a suit-— 
or who, infatuated with Sabine, refuses to be pawned off so easily, and the interest 
of the story lies in the resolutions of the four people involved. Entertaining if 
far-fetched. About $1.00 


Chardonne, Jacques L'AMOUR: C'EST BEAUCOUP PLUS QUE L'AMOUR Stock 
Love: It is far more than Love 


A collection of proverbs, maxims, and longer excerpts from his novels deal- 
ing with love of various kinds - but fundamentally a conception of love which is ma— 
ture - restrained - essentially platonic, a love which "converges towards a salvation 
which is beauty". A keen and subtle mind, but a fluctuating one, which tends to make 
these random thoughs paradoxical, inconsistent, but nonetheless stimulating, flawless- 
ly expressed, About $1.00 
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Chevalier, Gabriel SAINTE-COLLINE Rieder 


In this satire of the inflexible ecclesiastical school of Sainte-Colline, 
M. Chevalier wields a sharper, more cruel ~ if more bawdy pen than in the Scandals 
of Clochemerle. The motto of the disciplinarians is to impose on the minds of the 
boys "the germ.of indelible terrors" - and the plot lies in the various rebellions 
on the part of the students - pranks in defiance of the rule, all of questionable 
taste as in Swift. When the vulgarity of the incidentals is overlooked, there still 


remains acute portraiture and a travesty of a false systen. About $1.15 
Mauriac, Francois JOURNAL (Volume IT) Grasset 
** The second volume of France's outstanding author - revealing his observa- 
tions on all human phases ~ from contemporary problems to those of lasting import - 
and particularly telling in its commentary on mankind. About $1.15 
Ramuz, C. F. LE GARCON SAVOYARD Sequana 
The Savoyard (Grasset) 
* A delicate and appealing story - of a dreamer, a sensitive, inarticulate, 


peasant boy who falls in love with a circus dancer he sees just once — and when un- 
able to find her again, emotionally still "follows her to the end of space, to the 
end of the night". Deluded by the external beauty of a prostitute, in whom he hoped 
to recapture some trace of the circus girl, he strangles her for having misled hin, 


and he is killed for the crime. "Ctest un drole de garcon, le garcon savoyard". 
About $1.00 


Van Der Meersch, Maxence L'ELU Sequana 
The Chosen One (Albin Michel) 
mk From the social canvas of Invasion and the psychological conflict in Hath 


Not The Potter - Van Der Meersch turns to a religious problem - the conversion of a 
simple, materialistic worker to faith. Simeon had consecrated his life to earthly 
things - devoting all the returns from his job to his son so that the latter would 
be well educated and would have sufficient leisure to live for enjoyment alone. But 
shortly after his marriage, the son contracts a lingering but fatal pulmonary dis- 
ease — and with the added pain of his wife's adultery -— he commits suicide, blaming 
his father for the monotony and aimlessness of his life. Simeon's wife shortly 
follows her son's escape, and Simeon is left with the realization that life is not 
an end in itself - and that there is nothing ultimate in work, or love, without 
spiritual conviction, The motivation is not always credible - but it is a moving 
piece of work, in the depth of thought as well as in the sincerity of the religious 


profession ~— conveyed in a prose which is restrained and poetic. About $1.00 

Vercel, Roger SOUS LE PIED DE L'ARCHANGE Sequana 
Beneath the Foot of the Archangel 

woe Vercel herewith combines characterization with an exciting story - liftins 


this novel out of the class of good melodrama, still retaining as colorful a setting 

as previously. Financially stripped by the depression, a young man takes a position 

as guide in the cathedral town of Mont St. Michel, isolated for the major part of 

the year by the water and the quicksand marshes. His wife, a hard and self-centered 

shrew reluctantly accompanies him - refusing to meet him on any terms unless he leave 
there shortly afterwards. His conflict between his deep-rooted love for his wife and 


the new-found mystical beauty and power of the cathedral form the interest of the book - 


- to which there is added a great deal of physical action ~ when he is held prisoner 
by the tide - or betrayed by the quicksand. Vivid and penetrating, About $1.00 
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GERMAN BOOKS 


Ackermann, W. FLUG MIT ELIZABETH Fretz & Wasmuth 
Flight with Elizabeth Zurich 


The romance of an aviator, violent, sensational, but as thrilling as any 
Sabatini novel. This is partly written in letter form. Werner, the young aviator 
lives only for his profession until he meets Elizabeth and begins to realize that 
there is more to both life and aviation than he thought. Light - but with humorous 
touches, About $2.00 


Deimann, W. DER KUNSTLER UND KAMPFER A. Sponholtz-Verlag 
The Artist and Fighter 


x The biography of Hermann Lons, the i9th century poet and writer. Dr. Dei~ 
mann gives us here the result of eight years of meticulous research. His book is 

based on notes, letters, etc., both of Lons himself and his family and friends. Ex- 
tremely interesting and important to any student of German literature. About $4.00 


Renker, G. Von FPRANZOSENGOLD Reinhardt 
French Gold Basel 


This is the best novel of the Alps that this novelist has yet given us. Jt 
is based on a legend dating from 1790. In addition to the author's usual brilliantly 
drawn male portraits, there is a fine woman character. Brigitt, the lovely daughter 
of the Path-Inn-Kéeper stands out particularly.- a vibrant and human personality in 


the vivid mountain setting, About $1.20 

Roll, J. EUROPA ENTDECKT UND EROBERT DIE WELT G. Westerman 
Europe Discovers and Conquers the World Berlin & Hambur3 

*e The travels, discoveries, and adventures of many famous figures - including 


those of Marco Polo in the Far East, Christopher Columbus and his discovery of Amer- 
ica, Fernando Cortez in Mexico, Pizarro and Peru-. Then in more modern times the 
stories of David Livingston on the Nile, Stanley in the Congo, and Kitchener in 
Africa. The characters are sharply and colorfully delineated. Although it is handl- 
ed from a scientific angle, it is neither dry nor tedious reading. About $1.50 


Wolff, L. M. AUF DER GROSSEN STRASSE DES HERZENS Englehorn 
The Heart's Wide Street 


This is an autobiography in novel form, which is not so much the story of 
Lotte Mittendorf-Wolff as the psychological awakening of a girl, half Swedish, half 
German. Born and reared in Sweden, on reaching maturity she sets out through Ger- 
many for Genoa. There in her mother's country, she first sees and then feels the 
beauty and appeal of Germany, setting down her new-found appreciation in this book. 
Although the book is adequately written, it so definitely promotes Hitler's ideal - 
that Germany is the first and only land - that the reader is too conscious of the 
propagandist bias. About $2.00 
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ITALIAN BOOKS 


Adami, G. DINA GALLI RACCONTA Treves 
The Story of Dina Galli Milano 
* The biography of the well-known Italian actress, Dina Galli, written by a 


friend and collaborator. The foreword is an autographed letter by Dina Galli herself. 
This is a gay and sparkling picture, not only of the artist, but also of the Italian 
theater and its development. With 83 photographs. Do not miss it. About $1.25 


Arano, A. CONSTANTINA Sonzogno, Milano 


A charming novel, old-fashioned in tempo, but set in modern Italy. Here 
are the trials and tribulations of Constantina, a young stenographer, Beautiful 
but penniless, she is handicapped by her large low-middle family -— for Constantina 
is a lady in appearance as well as in character. More ambitious than her brothers 
and sisters, she struggles to make a place for herself - only to learn eventually 
that her father is not her mother's husband. Quite by chance while looking for a 
job - she meets and is adopted by her real father. The plot is entertaining if 
romanesque — and the descriptions of middle class life in Italy are well done. A 
very pleasant book altogether. About $1.25 


Badoglio, P. LA GUERRA D'ETIOPIA A. Mondadori 
The War in Ethiopia Milano ‘ 
«x True to the title, this magnificent volume gives us the story of the Ethio- 


pian war, as led, seen, and understood by General Badoglio. He writes clearly and 
concisely, giving us the story of his appointment and the picture of every battle. 
Needless to say, the point of view is pro-Mussolini and pro-—Fascist, but primarily 
he is an Italian patriot. The book is headed by a facsimile letter from Mussolini, 
and includes many photographs, letters, military orders, and maps of both the coun-— 
try and the battles fought there. Interesting if biased reading. About $3.00 


Deledda, Grazia LA CHIESA DELLA SOLUTUDINE Treves, Milano 
The Church of Loneliness 


This novel is more reminiscent of a beautiful, somber water-color than a 
literary work. Though there is a slight love story, the central interest lies in 
the psychology, customs and characteristics of the Italian peasants. There is both 
knowledge of and feeling for these simple people, and the author's name should carry 


some weight. About $1.50 

Ferrante, Ge M. ROSE DEL MONDO Casa Ceschina, 
Roses of the World Milano 

* x Biographical studies, in which the author analyzes the following historic 


figures from childhood to death: Giulia Farnese, Giovanna d'Aragona, Vittoria Accor-— 
amboni, Bianca Capello, and Maria dei Medici. The author makes us live with and 
through these characters, for not only are his heroines skilfully sketched, but also 
he gives us a very complete picture of the social, political, and historic phases of 
their era. Illustrated with several black and white plates. About $2.50 
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Pittigrilli DOLICOCEFALA BIONDA Sonzogno 
Blond Type Milano 


The romance and career of Dr. Theodor Zweifel, Italian scientist and philan- 
thropist. This is an unusual and stimulating study of abnormal psychology and the 
scientist's queerly warped character can be best explained by his own words. "I 
understand a kiss given to a leper, but do not conceive a hand~shake with a fool". 

The story is laid in Italy, Belgium, and Holland. Entertaining but in spots fantast— 
ic reading. About $1.50 


RUSSIAN BOOKS 


Pavlenko, V. IN THE EAST Moscow 


* Of all other novels on the Russian literary scene, this one is considered of 
primary importance even by the Bolsheviks. There are those who think this book as 
great a piece of writing as Tolstoy's War and Peace. The fundamental value of this 
novel lies in its presentation of the Bolshevik social and military aims and their 
development in the Far East. The background gives us an excellent picture of the 
life and struggles of Russians and Chinese as against the Japanese. The book has 
scope and power and timeliness. About $8.00 


Solonevitch, B. YOUTH &@G. P. U. Sophia - Bulgaria 


This is an autobiography portraying the life and struggle of an uncurbed 
Russian youth in the U.S.S.R. Through the author's personal adventures is given a 
picture of the country and its people, students, scouts, pioneers, vagrants, work— 
men, etc. The author only recently escaped from the U.S.S.R. and has now made for 
himself a literary name in Bulgaria. This book first appeared as separate sketches 


in the Sophia newspapers. About $1.50 
Solonevitel, T. NOTES OF A SOVIET Sophia - Bulgaria 
* The author is a "white™ Russian woman who was forced to serve the State in 


the capacity of an interpretor for the tourists visiting Russia, until she could find 
the means to escape from Russia. In this book, Madame Solonevitel gives us a succes-— 
sion of sketches, some sarcastic, some humorous, but all revealing acute perceptivity. 
She tells primarily of the tourists' adventures, reactions and impressions in Russia. 
She also reveals the persistent and desperate efforts of the U.S.S.R. to show the 
travellers only what is prepared and arranged for them to see, not Russia as it really 
is today. Amusing and informative reading. About $1.00 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS 


We are making plans for holiday aids in the form of children's book lists and 
Christmas check lists of books for adults. Samples of those prepared for our 
subscribers last year will be sent on request. 


The juvenile list (Holiday Book Trail) has matching envelopes, and both book- 
lets and envelopes are imprinted, in quantities of 300 and up. The cost will 
be $4.00 per hundred or $380.00 per thousand. Orders must be in our hands not 
later than October 15th, as we plan to have them ready for delivery by Chil- 
dren's Book Week. The list will contain about 100 titles. 


The Holiday Book List is made to fit an ordinary number 6 envelope. Special 
matching envelopes could be made and sold at ccst if the demand is sufficient, 
so if you want them, please indicate the order provisionally. The cost for 
the circulars will be $8.00 per hundred or ¢20,00 per thousand. Imprints on 
quantities of 800 and up, Orders must be in our hands by October 15th. The 


Z) list will contain about 150 titles. 


We have made a policy of preparing these holiday circulars for only one book- 
shop in a community, as we feel that exclusive distribution is important for 


successful results. GET YOUR ORDER IN FIRST. 


Last year a good many of our clients used copies of the holiday lists for 
their staff, particularly for special holiday clerks. Indicate the number 
you will need for this purpose, whether or not you are ordering them for gen- 
eral distribution. 





Charge to public libraries for single copies for departments or bulletin 


boards - 

Holiday Book Trail - five cents each. -----Holiday Book List - four cents each. 
USE THIS FORM PLEASE 

THE HOLIDAY BOOK TRAIL - Quantity Additional for staff 

THE HOLIDAY BOOK LIST - Quantity Additional for staff 


Form of imprint (extra charge for more than three lines) 

Name of shop:- 

Street and number:- 

City and state:-— 

Are you interested in having matching envelopes for THE HOLIDAY BOOK LIST? 


(Return not later than October 15th) 





